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DECREE 

IN THE NAME OF GOD. AMEN. 

Changing demographics have affected the size and wealth of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and the vitality of her parishes. This is particularly true in the City of Chicago itself, 
where the total population fell by nearly 21% since 1970, from 3,366,957 to an estimated 
2,693,976 in 2020. During the last decade, the total population of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
(Cook and Lake Counties in Illinois) declined by less than 2%, from 5,903, 190 in 201 Oto an 
estimated 5,821,933 in 2020. Over the same ten-year period the Catholic population of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago declined by nearly 7% (159,000), from 2,338,000 to 2, 179,000. 

A good number of our parishes were founded in the first half of the 20th Century or earlier. 
Many were established for national, linguistic, or ethnic groups that no longer reside in the 
archdiocese or in the neighborhoods where they once flourished. Today, many of our parishes 
are unable or struggling to support themselves. Consequently, from Fiscal Year 2012 through 
Fiscal Year 2020, the Archdiocese of Chicago provided $177, 109,682.00 in support to parishes 
and Catholic schools: $46,332,584.00 to 106 parishes and $130, 777,098.00 to 83 Catholic 
schools. This includes $14,777, 155.00 during Fiscal Year 2020 alone: $3,711,999.00 to 
parishes and $11,064, 156.00 to Catholic schools, mostly parochial schools. Completely due to 
the generosity of the faithful people of the archdiocese and other gracious donors, these 
subsidies cannot continue at this high level. Our mission is to convert our parishes, helping 
them to become more vital, that is, active centers of Christian discipleship, evangelical mission, 
scholarship, and charitable outreach. For this mission, the parishes need a growing and stable 
membership and the financial means to support themselves. 

More than six years ago, inspired by the experience of St. Francis of Assisi before the 
cross of the ruined church of San Damiano and the Holy Father's dream of "a missionary option 
... capable of transforming everything" (Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 
n. 27, November 24, 2013), and with wide and continuing consultation among the clergy and lay 
faithful of the Archdiocese of Chicago, particularly in the Presbyteral Council, we embarked on 
the inauguration of Renew My Church (RMC). This is our multi-year process aimed at 
converting our parishes for mission. It is my intention that every parish join with some of its 
neighbors (groupings) to plan the future. Careful planning will create a menu of possibilities. 
We are identifying parishes to be reconfigured through pastoral coordination with neighboring 
parishes, divisions, unions, and other structural and governance changes.

This decree concerns two adjacent parishes located within approximately three-square 
miles of the Southside of the City of Chicago: St. Denis Parish (established 1951 ), 8301 South 










