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contributing to the support of the parish was diminishing; and (6) charity and other assistance to 
the poor should not be neglected to preserve a sacred building. 

In this case it is established that (1) Retaining St. James Church as a place of divine 
worship, imposes a financial burden on the new All Souls Parish due to operational and 
maintenance expenses associated with the church. If maintained for parish use, the St. James 
Church campus will require $804,725.00 in capital repairs, $672,000.00 for the church alone. 

(2) St. James Church is not needed for divine worship for the 510 Sunday worshippers 
regularly attending Mass in All Souls Parish in FY 2023. All but 83 attended Sunday Mass at St. 
Ann Church. The parish celebrated their final regularly scheduled Sunday Masses at St. James 
Church on January 1, 2023. Parishioners now attending Mass in All Souls Parish are well 
accommodated in the 1,000-seat parish church of St. Ann, 6.4 miles from St. James Church. 

(3) As of March 31, 2023, the total debt of the new All Souls Parish was $5,391,239.00, 
all but $25,274.00 of the debt accumulated at the former St. Ann Parish, Lansing. The most 
recent annual income from regular collections at All Souls Parish was $550,504.00. Such an 
income is insufficient for the foreseeable needs of maintaining St. James Church alongside St. 
Ann Church, as well as for contribution to the support of the new parish. 

( 4) Sale or rental of St. James Church will benefit the mission of the new parish with 
ready cash proceeds. There will be immediate annual savings of at least $90,000.00 from 
unspent regular maintenance expenses, and more from the $804,725.00 in unspent capital 
repairs when the church campus is sold or leased. 

(5) The total number of faithful regularly worshipping on Sundays at All Souls Parish was 
510 in October 2022 (Fiscal Year 2023), only 83 of these were at St. James Church. In October 
2022, the Sunday attendance at St. James was 32% less than the 122 in October 2021. 

(6) Preserving St. James Church for worship will result in continued and unnecessary 
operational and maintenance costs that will cripple the ability of new All Souls Parish to serve 
the poor, enhance its evangelical mission, and remain viable. 

It is unreasonable to expect a parish formed from the extinctive union of three parishes to 
maintain the churches it cannot afford and that are no longer needed for the divine worship of 
the new parish. Furthermore, there are no parochial, archdiocesan, or other known sources of 
funds available to keep and maintain St. James Church as a place of Catholic worship. There is 
no governmental assistance for building or maintaining churches in the United States of 
America. The reasonable course is to relegate St. James Church of All Souls Parish to profane 
but not sordid use, selling or developing the property for the benefit of the new parish, its 
ministries, and charity. 






