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Park, and Park Forest: St. lrenaeus Parish (established 1949), 78 Cherry Street, Park Forest, 
Illinois 60466-2010; Infant Jesus of Prague Parish (established 1954), 1131 Douglas Avenue, 
Flossmoor, Illinois 60422-1460; and St. Lawrence O'Toole Parish (established 1959), 4101 
Saint Lawrence Avenue, Matteson, Illinois 60443-2347. The churches of the three parishes are 
between 3.5 and 5.2 miles apart, a drive of between seven and 12 minutes. 

In Fiscal Year 2020 the pre-COVID-19 average Sunday Mass attendance at St. lrenaeus 
Parish was 438, a 30% decline from the 628 attending in Fiscal Year 2000. The same year, the 
average Sunday attendance at Infant Jesus of Prague Parish was 583 a 68% decline from the 
1,837 attending in Fiscal Year 2000. At St. Lawrence O'Toole Parish, the Fiscal Year 2020 
average Sunday attendance was 266, an 83% decline from 1,559 in Fiscal Year 2000. 

In Fiscal Years 2019 to 2021, St. lrenaeus Parish had operating deficits of $7,466.00, 
$7,287.00, and $42,512.00 respectively. In the same years, St. Lawrence O'Toole Parish had 
operating deficits of $92,635.00, $165,117.00, and $177,883.00 respectively. Infant Jesus of 
Prague Parish had an operating deficit of $76,386.00 in Fiscal Year 2019 and operating 
surpluses of $88,062.00 and $120,383.00 in Fiscal Year 2020 and Fiscal Year 2021 
respectively. 

On October 31, 2021, St. lrenaeus Parish had savings of $101,704.00 on deposit, and 
$67,044.00 in total church debt. On the same date Infant Jesus of Prague Parish had savings 
of $928,461.00 on deposit and no church debt, while St. Lawrence O'Toole Parish had savings 
of $88,047.00 on deposit and total church debt of $1,482,442.00 (significantly related to school 
operations but reflected on the church balance sheet). 

During Fiscal Year 2019, liturgical life outside Sunday Mass at St. lrenaeus Parish 
included 17 funerals, one marriage, and. four Baptisms. In the same period, Infant Jesus of 
Prague Parish had 33 funerals, 7 marriages, and eight Baptisms, while at St. Lawrence O'Toole 
Parish there were 12 funerals, one marriage, and eight Baptisms. The Fiscal Year 2019 
combined totals for the three parishes are 62 funerals, nine marriages, and 20 Baptisms, figures 
indicative of aging populations. 

Following consultations last year with lay and clergy members of the parishes, including 
input from parishioners at large, a report was submitted to the Archdiocesan Standards and 
Recommendations Commission, a group of lay and clergy representatives from across the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. Recently, the Renew My Church Executive Committee submitted the 
Commission's recommendation to the pastoral leadership of the archdiocese. Due to the 
significant 20-year decline in the number of faithful at all three parishes, the continuing decline 
in the number of priests able to serve as pastors, significant church/school debt at St. Lawrence 
O'Toole Parish, and recent annual operating deficits, the Church in this area of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago will struggle financially and administratively to sustain two or three parishes. If the 
care of souls, evangelization, and discipleship are to be the focus of future mission, the 
consolidation and conservation of resources within one new parish is the recommended course 
of action. 








